ARTICLE VI. BICYCLES*

__________

*State law references:   Bicycle regulations, 29 M.R.S.A. § 1961 et seq. 

__________



Sec. 70-266. Defined.

As used in this article, the term "bicycle" means any device propelled by human power upon which any person may ride, having two tandem wheels either of which is more than 20 inches in diameter.

(Code 1982, § 6-1)

Cross references:   Definitions generally, § 1-2. 

State law references:   Similar provisions, 29 M.R.S.A. § 1(1-D). 



Sec. 70-267. Inspections.

Any police officer may stop any bicycle for the purpose of ascertaining whether its equipment complies with the requirements of this article. If such bicycle is found to be in an unsafe mechanical condition, such police officer may refuse to permit the operation of such bicycle on any public street or any path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

(Code 1982, § 6-2)



Sec. 70-268. Reserved.



Sec. 70-269. Applicability of traffic laws.

Any person propelling or riding a bicycle upon any street or upon any public path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by the laws of the state and the city, except as to special regulations in this article and except as to those provisions of laws and ordinances which by their nature can have no application.

(Code 1982, § 6-4)



Sec. 70-270. Obedience to traffic control devices.

(a)   Any person operating a bicycle shall obey the instructions of official traffic control signals, signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles, unless otherwise directed by a police officer.

(b)   Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating that no right or left or U turn is permitted, no person operating a bicycle shall disobey the direction of any such sign except when such person dismounts from the bicycle to make such turns, in which case, such person shall then obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians.

(Code 1982, § 6-5)



Sec. 70-271. Parking.

No person shall park a bicycle upon a street other than the roadway against the curb, upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the bicycle, or against a building in such manner as to afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic.

(Code 1982, § 6-6)



Sec. 70-272. General operational regulations.

(a)   Any person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than astride a permanent and regular seat attached thereto.

(b)   No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed and equipped.

(c)   No rider of a bicycle shall remove both hands from the handlebars, or feet from the pedals, or practice acrobatics or fancy riding on any street or public path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

(d)   Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the roadway as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same direction.

(e)   Any person riding a bicycle upon any roadway shall ride single file.

(f)   Wherever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent to a roadway, bicycle riders shall use such paths and shall not use the roadway.

(g)   Any person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, rollerskates, sled or toy vehicle shall not attach the same, or himself, to any moving vehicle upon any roadway.

(h)   No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the rider from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.

(i)   No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing.

(j)   The operator of a bicycle, when crossing a sidewalk, shall yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians, and in entering a public street shall yield the right-of-way to all approaching vehicles.

(Code 1982, § 6-7)



Sec. 70-273. Authority to prohibit operation on streets, sidewalks, paths; riding on sidewalks.

The chief of police is authorized to prohibit the operation of any bicycles on any public street, sidewalk or path where such operation would seriously conflict with current automobile or pedestrian traffic. Persons operating any bicycle on a sidewalk shall keep to the street side and yield the right-of-way to pedestrians. An audible signal shall be given before overtaking and passing such pedestrians.

(Code 1982, § 6-8)



Sec. 70-274. Equipment.

Any bicycle, when in use in the nighttime, or at other times when motor vehicles are required to display headlamps by law, shall be equipped with and have lighted a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 200 feet to the front and a red reflector to the rear which shall be visible at least 200 feet to the rear. Bicycle pedals shall bear reflector strips and bicycle handlebars shall bear reflector tapes when in use in the nighttime or at other times when motor vehicles are required to display headlamps by law. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which shall enable the operator to stop the bicycle within a reasonable distance.

(Code 1982, § 6-9)

State law references:   Similar provisions, 29 M.R.S.A. § 1962. 



Sec. 70-275. Parent's, guardian's responsibility.

The parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize or knowingly permit any such child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this article.

(Code 1982, § 6-10)



Sec. 70-276. Penalty for violation of article.

Any juvenile who violates any of the provisions of this article, by the authority of the chief of police, shall have his bicycle impounded for a period not to exceed five days for the first offense, for a period not to exceed ten days for a second offense, and for a period not to exceed 30 days for any subsequent offenses.

(Code 1982, § 6-11)

State law references:   Bicycle impoundment, 29 M.R.S.A. § 1963.
